Welcome to the Winston Hills History Walk

Begin your walk at the 1st Winston Hills scout Hall.  Each Six will be given a disposable camera. Whenever you see a number in brackets ( ), please take 1 photo of the area, house or object that is referred to in this guide.

Please allow each member of the six to take equal turns in taking the photos.

The purpose of this task is to inform you of what occurred in this area before us, perhaps making it more than just a load of boring houses and roads.

We hope you enjoy stepping back in time.



· Start at Winston Hills Scout Hall.   (1)

This Scout group was formed 41 years ago.  (1970)

· Walk to creek behind hall
This is Toongabbie creek (2) after the local aboriginal word Toongabbe meaning “meeting of the waters” or “near the water”

· Walk along the concrete path towards the playground.
This park has 4 things to photograph.

(3) Monument to third settlement

(4) Plaque for park opening

(5) A redcoat soldier carving

(6) A sign about the Toogagal Clan

· Walk to the Floodgates
These floodgates (7) were put up in the 1980’s.   In different floods over the years, approximately 6 people in cars have been washed off the bridge and unfortunately drowned.  

· Walk across Oakes Road to weir. 
Looking at the map of Third Settlement, can you see where the convicts lived?

Captain Watkin Tench first explored this area in December 1789, only 1 year after landing in Sydney Cove.  Governor Arthur Phillip started a government farm and convict station on 640 acres of good land in 1791.He called it “New Grounds”

Later to be named “Toongabbe”

Thomas Daveny who came to Australia as a free man with the First Fleet ran the farm.  He was in charge of 500 men.  In 8 months the convicts were made to clear 200 acres of land, earning Toongabbe the name of “place of hard work and misery” among the convicts.  In 1794 Daveny was dismissed and Andrew Hume took over his job.  (He was the father of famous explorer Hamilton Hume who was born in Toongabbie in a hut next to Pye’s Crossing.  ) William Hovell and Hamilton Hume walked overland to where Melbourne is today

The food that was grown here were, corn, wheat and turnips.  Can you see any fish, eels or tadpoles at the weir?  Look at your map and picture

The weir (8) was built to hold more water for the settlement. Underneath the concrete is one of the oldest structures built by European settlers in Australia. 
· Walk along convict road to bathing steps. (9) 
· Walk along track to steps. At the top of the steps, turn left, and continue to Goliath Avenue.
This side of the creek was where the soldiers and free settlers lived. (10)

· Walk along Goliath Avenue beside the creek.

Look across the creek to where the convict huts would have been located. (11)

· Stop at no. 38 Goliath Avenue
On this empty block of land once stood a significant tree.  It was used as the “Hanging Tree” (12) where unfortunate prisoners faced the worst punishment of the time.

· Walk to playground further up Goliath Avenue.
Where the bridge up towards Gibbon  rd crosses the creek was originally a weir called Pye’s Crossing.

(13) after James Pye, an early settler who built it in the early 1800’s.

· Walk to Gideon street and follow to Rebecca Parade then to Buckley’s Road.  Walk up hill, cross the road to the sandstone house at No. 41.
This is Buckley’s House (14).  A landholder called Buckley who grazed sheep and cattle in this area built this home.

· Walk to school ground next door for a rest break (drink and a snack)
· Walk to bend in the road and carefully cross over. 
Enjoy the view over to Prospect Hill (15) and the Blue Mountains (16).

· Walk to the chain wire fence 
Say hello to an emu or two (17).

· Walk along Buckley’s Road past the church and stop at Oakes Road.
Can you see Parramatta and Westmead? (18)

· Walk down Oakes Road
Can you see Sydney (city)? (19)

· Cross over Oakes Road to Barnett’s Road.  Walk along Barnett’s on right-hand side of road.
On Barnett’s Road are some old houses that were owned by soldier settlers from the First World War.  They used them as small farms, mainly chicken farms and orchards.  House No. 85 is an example (20).

· Cross Marconi Street and turn right down Euclid Street.  Follow this to the park and walk at Edison Parade.  At the park, walk along the left track to the rapids – Stop.

This Waterhole (21) and the rapids (22) would once have been an important place to the people of the Toogagal Clan.  They lived here for over 25,000 years without changing the landscape and taking only what they needed from the bush.

The clan would have been made up of between 40 to 60 people, and would have survived on such things as

Fish


Eels

Kangaroo

Wombat

Grubs

Quoll


Frogs

Snakes

Possums

Birds Native Berries
Bandicoot
Lizards

Echidnas

etc

Unfortunately, the First Fleet unwittingly brought a disease called Smallpox, which killed many of the Toogagal people.  Sadly, the 25,000 years of history and culture were lost and only some of their traditional language remains. 

· Walk back to Edison Parade, turn left and walk to Scout Hall.
Try to spot a tree that may have been here in 1791 (23).

If you have any shots left on your camera, ask someone to take a photo of your Six.

Mission complete!

Hope you enjoyed it.

Other facts

· Winston Hills was named after Winston Churchill in the late 1960’s by                                                                                      L.J.Hooker Homes after the family loaned the money for the development.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          The streets to the north of Barnetts Rd are named after places important to the Churchill family

· Streets on the south side of Barnetts Rd are all called after Great Scientists and famous Inventors

· Streets on the east side of Oakes Rd are called after Greek Mythology

· Other streets in the area were called after famous writers

